






Kindergarten – Session 1 
 
 
Project:  King/Queen for a Day  
 
Materials:  (none) 
 
Directions:  Go around the classroom and ask the children what they would do if they 
were made king/queen?  You may encourage elaboration in their responses by asking 
what things they might change about their community, what things they might do 
differently, where might they live, what might they wear… 
 
 
Project:  Texture Bag Activity 
 
Materials:  
 
Texture Bag available on Artful Looking shelf of PTA closet (in school basement) 
 
Directions: 
 
Ask the students what would the different objects in the painting feel like if  they were 
real?  This question is explored with the aid of a texture bag.  Remind the students that 
the word “texture” means how something feels to the touch. 
 
Hold a bag that contains examples of the various textures recreated in the painting  (and 
maybe some additional textures that are found in similar paintings of the genre).  Ask 
students one at a time to come forward, reach into the bag and pick out a texture.  
Challenge them to name the material and choose one word to describe its texture. 
 
Ask the children to feel the nap of the velvet, the sheen of the satin, the fluff of the fur, 
the strength of the metal, the softness of their own hair.  Have them look through the lace.  
Tickle their cheeks with the feather.  Then ask them to point out where we find some of 
these textures in the painting and where we might find them in our everyday lives. 
 
 
 
Project:  King/Queen for a Day Portraits 
 
Materials: 
 
White sheets of paper with elaborate frames (available in PTA closet or you may create 
on your own – see next page for example) 
 
Crayons, colored pencils 
 



 
Directions: 
 
Building upon the first project, have the children go back to their tables and create their 
own “self-portrait” (picture of themselves) showing how they would look if they were 
king/queen for a day.  Encourage them to include what they might wear, where they 
might be sitting/standing, what they might carry or have beside them. 
 
Make sure you and your co-volunteers circulate the room, assisting the children and 
engaging them by asking what they’re doing.   
 
Most importantly, please assist in the clean-up, putting all materials back either in the 
classroom or PTA closet. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 















 
Kindergarten – Session 2 
 
 
Project:  Create a Family Portrait  
 
Materials: 
 
Paper (white or construction paper) 
 
Watercolor, crayons or craypas 
 
Have the children draw or paint a portrait of their own family (nuclear or extended, 
including as many details as they wish).  Encourage details like dress, pets, and props 
they associate with their family and their domestic settings.  Questions to help facilitate 
the project might be:  How will you pose the family?  What will people wear?  What is 
the setting?  Are there objects in your family portrait that reveal something about your 
various family members?  
 
 















 
Kindergarten – Session 3 
 
 
Project:  Personal Symbol Portrait 
 
Materials: 
 
White or construction paper 
 
Watercolor, colored pencil, crayons or markers  

 
 

Directions:   
 
Reiterate how White Cloud’s elaborate dress and painted face helped us to learn who he 
was and his special skills as a warrior.  We also gathered from Joseph Roulin’s dress 
what his occupation might have been.  Some questions to inspire the children might be:   
 
What symbols might you use to describe to others who you are?   
How would you like to be depicted if you had your portrait painted?   
What would you be doing?   
What would you be wearing?   
How old would you be? 

 
 













 
Kindergarten – Session 4 
 
 
Project:  Make your own Pointillist painting 
 
Materials: 
 
One plain white 3 x 5 inch index card for each child 
Markers for each table 
 
One 11 x 17 inch color Xerox copy of Sunday Afternoon… cut up into enough pieces 
that each child in the class receives one square 
 
 
Directions: 
 
Explain to the students that rather than mixing the colors together on his palette, Seurat 
wanted the colors to mix in your eye when you look at the painting from far away.  Thus 
he put dots of different colors side by side.  We are going to experiment with this 
Pointillist technique ourselves. 
 
Cut the 11 x 17 inch copy of the painting into enough small squares so that each child 
gets a piece.  You may use the version of the painting in the Met or the Art Institute of 
Chicago (which is the final version and thus probably a preferable choice).  Distribute 
one cut up square and a 3 x 5 index card to the students and instruct them to use their 
section of the painting as a guide to creating their own version of Seurat’s masterpiece.  
Encourage them to work carefully, placing dots of color next to each other, similar to the 
way that Seurat painted.  When all the children have completed their index cards, 
reassemble the cards onto a bulletin board or large piece of paper and reflect upon the 
class’s own version/recreation of “Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte.” 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


